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Columbia Business School moves to new campus, with plans
to aid mom-and-pop shops
CARA EISENPRESS  

Timothy Schenck

The new Manhattanville campus has opened.

The dean is looking to expand mentorship and incubation programs throughout the city

Columbia Business School is settling into its new location at the university’s
Manhattanville outpost and is turning its sights to its impact on the city around it.

The space nearly doubles the square footage of the old location: 500,000 square feet
across Kravis and Geffen halls.
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In addition to optimizing the experience of enrolled students, the new setup allows the
school to assist more small businesses in New York City by increasing mentorship and
incubation programs developed nine blocks south in Morningside Heights, according to its
dean, Costis Maglaras.
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The Manhattanville campus “opens more opportunities to dynamically connect to the
economic system that exists around us,” Maglaras said.

When it is completed at the end of the decade, Columbia says, the Manhattanville
campus will be 6.7 million square feet, including the Greene Science Center, which
opened in 2017, and the Lenfest Center for the Arts. The 17-acre project was not without
controversy. During planning stages, the community criticized the university for driving out
some residents and small businesses, and land owners challenged the rezoning in court.

Fast-forward a decade, though, and Maglaras says he is able to make good on the idea
that the Manhattanville campus can help a new crop of small businesses.

Connecting with the community

The campus contains an innovation laboratory, where retailers can take up residency, as
well as other still-open retail spaces, which Maglaras wants to put to work.

“There are tens of thousands of small businesses within the large area of our new
campus location,” he said. “The question is: How do we manage to connect more
ambitiously with those businesses?”

Through the business school’s Small Business Consulting Program, groups of business
school students in a consulting class have worked with businesses in order to solve
issues and map out growth. The program has provided 19,000 hours of consulting to 560
new companies including Brilliant Bicycle, SolarKal and Wandering Bear Coffee.

Now Maglaras has another idea, based on a separate residency program that the
business school runs for Latin American entrepreneurs who come to campus for 18
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months for mentorship and networking. The model, he said, has allowed the school to
help 100 Latin American companies grow.

With some of the extra space on the new campus, he hopes to combine that program with
the hyperlocal one, he said, bringing in companies from around New York City, not just
uptown.

He said he plans to launch the broader small-business consulting program in the fall.
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